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segregat:on among’ first or second generat1on Arabs 11v1ng 1n and

‘around Paterson, New Jersey, 286 fam111es were located and

-;1nterv1ewed .Field data were comb1ned “with ‘statistics from the U.S.
.Census Bureau Population and Housing Summary Tape File 1-x. It ‘was
found that re51dent1a1 segregat1on was ngt the usual pattern among R

were: found to live ‘in work1ng class. ne:ghborhoods, e1ther at the ﬁ;“

city's_edge or in one of the adjoining exurbs or small c1t1es . 3?

(Prospect Park, Haledon,-Clifton, Passaic): In these areas, a few h' B B

families may live fairly close to one another77§ut several blocks
from the next small group1ng. Nevertheless, interviews revealed a -

shared sense of community and freguent interaction patterns based

‘upon life cycle. rituals, homeland concerns,frel1g1ous affiliations;
po11t1cal activism, or limited social situations. The method used to . ~
measure the _degree of racial segregation--defined as’ the overall,

 unevenness in the spatial distribution of two rac1a1/ethn1c

groups--was the index of d1551m11ar1ty. Among all the census tracks

examined, the mean level of segregation between Arab Americans and

Whites was found to be 26 percent. With wide fluctuations;  the mean'

.Arab/Black d1s51m11ar1ty index was 61 percent. Nonetheless,.'

"“ne1ghborhood racial composition did not 'appear to be a factor in Arab

Americans' choice of residence or desire to felocate. Finally, the

segregated distribution pattern of :this group was-not found to be

f strongly related to cost of ‘housing. (GC) _ _ I
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A

'acce551b1e by these_means,

 (Agocs, 19813 Sengstock, 1977; Amsari, 1977; Elkholy, 19763 Kayal and

;VCOnSIdef-ﬂ

communrtres,f ‘}:
1§§§;" L
T s T T R j
"<Gofasche1der; 1968)' Srqr wpatterns have been reported ampng A51an -
N /'7 PR . Te
;w tano, 1969, Eyman, 1974 Petersen, 1971)

&s.-

. c‘

Q. Lew1s, 1965 F1tzpatr1ck 1971' Rodrlguez, 1975) In e _hf nstance,

the ethnIc or racxal communlty was ea511y def1ned w1th1n ._f”;" L5

-

boundarles.;, _,;Uff g o 7 o ‘_l,};a*

u'—‘t.

Natural;zatlon Serv1ces. L1tt1e 1s known about them, hOWever, part.

about Arab Amerlcans. ‘State offrces base thexr data on census 1nﬁut, ”KEV" A"' o
and wh11e the 80 Census Summary'Tapes released xn 1982 c0nta1nx .
1nformat10n about wh1tes, blacks, and HIspanIcs ag_weil as. other T

\

‘ o o . S T , )
A few sqcial®scientists have studies Arab immigrant communities

Kayal, 1975; hswad; 1974)<, While these studies have offered some

0




federal government 1dent1f1es 40 660 Arab Amerrcans as 1Iv1ng in NeW';;

Jersey. Yet very few Well-deflnqiEArab Amerlcan communltles caé,bel -‘;

recognlzed. Moreover, the federal government 1nc1udes uéder the -

e;

rubr1c of "Krab" such non—Arab peoples as Armenlans»and Iranlans; who

ne1ther v1ew themselves as Arabs nor do the Arabs themselves.«-

F1e1d Investlgatlon

P

Lacklng both spec1f1c off1c1a1 data and the P esence of a -hflw

c1ear1y VlSlplé Arab jAmerlcancommunlty tO .mvest’;i.'gate even though ] ,
thé’fédérai'goVérnméﬁt'réportéd over iﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁvArah§>éithér foréigﬁ-horn

- i

or of forelgn stock 11v1ng in the Paterson metropolltan area, th1s R T

e . - -

Investlgator set out to find them. UtlllZlng ‘a team of six tra1ned

. < erld workers; we 1aunched a three-mont 1nvest1gat10n. ApproachIng

to lﬁtérvléw allrmémbérsﬂbf 286 famlllés;x PR v.,;, -]iﬁ. .

' oﬁf prélihiﬁary findiﬁgs'aboﬁt théirinationalitiésg,réligionsg
soc10econom1c status; cohesrveness, xntergroup ten51ons, and .

3331mllat10n d1ff1cu1t1es were reported In a paper to the UAA 1ast

©

\' ) .year in Flint; At that tlme dlscussant Joe T Darden suggested one
diréction ﬁor*furthér,regéardh might be through utlllzatlon bf the. \
B » 4. . o 6 .

index 6£_dissihiiarity_édiscusséd iaté}). Thls paper‘follows that;

: suggéstibﬁ,{as ﬁell as Dr. Darden s owa research framéwbrk on

-




'*2_Darden and Ha

'-_conceptuaiizéxit/as aﬁ:aaaﬁfaéian'af aaﬁarticﬁiarff%f pt

f,spatlal‘cons,ralnts Wlthln\the urban enV1ronment., I

Buncan and Lie ,rson, 1959* Lleberson, 1961 1963 Guest .an

w3

- @
Vy; 1978) 6ther studres have dlscredlted th1s e S

1 D
'1973’-Far1ey, 1977) Some scholars have crlticiiéd thé ecoiogxcai

perspectlve for overemphaslzlng ethnlc segregatlon as a functaon of
3 ,
socloecOpomlc factors (KantrOW1tz, 1973' Massey, 1979) Soclal class.;(
: R :

dIfferences, when controlled have y1e1ded reduced 1eve1s of segre-'.

gation only at the upper socIoeconomlc strata, they malntaln, and not
‘at all status categorles. - o iaf; & o .

From our: f1e1d xnvestlgatlon we found that re31dent131 segregatlon';'

.Was not the usual pattern among Arab Amerlcans. Rather than concefn—
tratrng in” recognlzable, tLghtly—knlt ethn1c subcommltles near the

1

cIty 5 core;_they tended to settle in 1oose clusters in many nelghbor-

! . .
! . . N

i




‘o‘hoods near the per1phery d :the c1ty. Others Iived in adJaCent exurbs

1‘. - . . 1 . L

N

/fﬂfnear the locatlon of 1ndustr1a1 JObS to be found 1u Hawthorne, Falr

T -

wr

”yln essence a "Hlspersed v111age" (Lofland 1973 136)

'LaWn, Elmwood Park South Paters0n, Cllftgn, and Passaic (see F1gure 1)

£,

'“other C1t1es (Agocs, 1981‘ Aswad 197ﬁ) Because the ethn1c communlty

.

0 | E;z;/and Methodology : ,11 , g : ‘

e

p,‘ .

In adstlon to the f1e1d 1nvest1gatron, data for th1s paper was -

Bureau of the Gensus, 1981) ‘The data COﬁSthEd?bf l) thé ﬁumhér of‘f‘e

whrtes and blacks by cefrisus tracts, from wh1ch the number of Arabs

, o :
communltles we had located Arab Amerlcan famriles were the only ones’
bl
. E ’ :"".5
1nc1uded in this study. ' S . SN

- x Atab Aiﬁefiéaﬁs were identified as first or second gemeration

L@

. RS T I R T
Syrians;‘Lebanese;'ClrcaSSLans; Palestinians and Jordanians. Excluded

were Armenians; Iranians, and Egyptians (the iattér'aéfiﬁéa as an
Afro—ﬁediterraﬁeaﬁ peopiéj.. Eot purposes of thlS paper, oniy those

!
1

the 1980 Census were 1nc1uded~ i o ,.fﬂ

The‘ﬁethod atitized E6 ﬁééé&ié Ehé degree of racial ségrééatdoﬁ,r’

deflned as the overa11 unevenness in the spat1a1 d1str1butlon of tw'

=:rac1ai:/ethn1c groups, is the 1ndex of d1ss1m11ar1ty. Th}sclndex fges

.ol

.



s o AT AARE- St S
. o . oy L A
L o .' el ’ j/ R AP S )
- cons1dered the standard measure of res1dent1a1 segregatlon and 1s

. ‘& W1de1y used (Massey, 1981 313) It 1s stated as - =

T R “172 . k 7
. =.«']-007 ‘ r | E l xi._ yi

\x - .Where ki = the ﬁéfééﬁtégénof 5 éommunlty $§ Arab Amerrcan populatlon o

B ]
i o . I S
E . R

- living in a gIven census tract' 7

P o T _

11v1ng in the same census tract,,

LY

o,

gﬁ'E;the 1ndeﬁ?of d1ss1m11ar1ty, or one/half the sum of the

<.

percentage d1str1but10ns of the Arab Amerrcans and whites or

,blacks in the communrtles (Darden and Tabachneck i§805;

Index values range on a cont inuum from . "O" (np segregatlon) to'

"100" (tota1 segregatlon) Thls 1ndex value 1dent1f1es what | :

percentage of e1ther group be1ng compared would have to rdlocate.

‘velsewhere to estab11sh an- evenly balanced spat1a1 d1str1butlon of

both groups W1th1n that communlty.

L " An’ xmportant related cons1deratron IS the Impact of housrng
;JA;**- i oo ’ :"‘

costs: upon resadentlal segregatlon. Slnce we found econom1c _;”

of th1s assoc1at10n of cost and locatlon in creat1ng the d1spersed
, ST

- v1llage. UtlllZlng the percentage d1str1butlon of Arab. Amerlcans e

\,

- e . e
. v - .

-;;’eaapatéaﬂeéaféan correlatlon coeff1c1ents to determlne what
jreiationsﬁip; if any, exlsted between these two varlables.‘_f,ﬁ,

©

R NS . L.
e e . .

Yivf the percenmage of the communlty 's whlte or black populatlon .

: and medlanohpusing:value<or rentfin‘the census’tractsfstudxed; we ' oo T

*

&
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(10. 13) The Hrllcrest sectlon of Paterson had the smailestlpaibentage"7“”.

L
Lol ——

(O 81), but the smallest absolute ngpber was in Little raris

-

1ndex of drs31m11ar1ty prov1ded us "th comparatrve xnformatIOn on ;>'

‘7 i
)

LT

Among a11 the census tracts examlned the mean 1eve1 of segreé

:jff':_ .gatlon between Arab Amerrcans and wh1tes was 26 0 percent. The 1eve1

“of segregatlon ranged from a: hlgh»of 38 6. percent in. Basgalc to a low ; ‘

L D S e T e

of 15 5 percent in L1tt1e“Fa11s Gsee Table 2)** As a small c1ty

- T - ...f

(pOp. 52 463), Passalc has very d1st1nct Pollsh and Hxspanl -nelghbor—

k'/\
hoods, whlch probably generate th1s h1gher degree oﬁ re51d,ntia1

S,
‘‘‘‘‘ LN

segregatlon for Arab Amerlcans. Slmllarly, PatersOn has 1arge Itairan,--~*-.

.
. s
.

}' that, although Arab Amerlcans are more greatiy segregated in the C1ty
as a whole (part1cu1ar1y the North Ward and. South PaterSOn) they /r

hf ' 1ess segregated wrthln those SpeCIfic areas than other whxtes.. Th1s F’

: res1dentral

f i ' Ly

f1nd1ng supports the fleld 1nvest1gatlon of 1dent1fy1ng

__ 4

' pattern of 1oose clusterlng.. The low 1eve1 of re31dent1a1 segregatzon;;,,.;;

‘_ aLs..,,

‘ 1n L1ttie Fa11s~and West Paterson suggests the usual pattern of randomffgf.'u

The Arab]Black 1eve1 of segregatlon ranged from a.10w of 37A3

percent 1n the North Ward to a h1gh of 67 9“percent In the

Hlilcres







" brib Amerlcan Populatlon and Segregatlon

m Selected Census Tracts of Paterson Metropohtan Area

SO Arab indemjhssmﬁaru;g | Percent of
Ctemsis Tract | Population Arab v Whlte Bthaic Arab v ‘!"Black . Total Pomulation

v R

Batersen (includes aveas 590 ‘:_’\-\_;@96‘6;) |
A0 aﬁdxtmn to beiow) LT e e

| z’wNo:rth Ward . 2,21f; j‘:‘-24".v7";l'.i:" : . ‘ ‘l
“’-S°““‘ s [T U RN F R
E T T N E Y " R
N Passm 1825 o 335 O e
| "'l"'Pr°SPeét Pa‘rk‘. ,L-_,.;l' S i'éiv;_ o 313 ". r"}',_gi-"-i:: S 5&6

e ’-’atermf s e mr

Source- Compnted by the. author from fxeid mvestxgatxon and fromH S Bureau of the _: L
Census, - ek 1981. .




DLy o LE . ) .

_sectlon of Paterson, .and an overa11 hlgh of 82.ﬁ percent in C11fton.. ‘ v

Here the pattern of rac1a1 segregatlon helps explaln the f1nd1ngs. The
\

North Ward is a stable, rac1a11y'm1xed nelghborhood whereas the H111crest . .
section has remaxned a mostly allrwhxte res1dent1a1 area. Cllfton, ari
oF :

;grespectlvely (seevTable 1)_

Wlth wrde fluctuatlons, the mean Arab/Black dlss1m11ar1ty 1ndex was

'. .\,

61.0° percent.. Although thrs c1ear1y reveals a falrly hlgh rac1a1

;segregatlon 1eve1, 1t 1s apparently not dne to Arab Amerxcan preJudlce, .

-but rather larger soc1eta1 patterns. Our f1e1d 1nterv1ews unve11ed no:
. L v

Y
¥

- B were reported, and we found a -common assumptron among Arab Amerlcans
'that those who lived'where theyjdrd—-whxte_or_black—éwere consrdered, e
respectable people.:'ﬁominé“fromua péfE76£fEﬁé,66£i&’§6éé5é&-iﬁg =
rellglous rather than rac1a1 pre3ud1ces, Arab Amerlcans appear to be ‘
'unconcerned about rac1a1 dlfferences in th1s more secular soc1ety. | . :;:

-»

ﬂ.The,Relatlonshlp of Hous1nngost to Arab Amerlcan Res1dent1a1 Segregatlon :

Arab Amerlcans are. more concentrated (though paradoxlcally in L ;f'n
" area than in otﬁéfé; Because cost _af_ ﬁaagiﬁg ﬁéai;ﬂ’;; influences

A

. e




:é:

v ]
choice of,residéntiai-iocation and those hous1ng costs vary from one -

~

nelghb od or communlty to another, was economics a determ1nant of

_Arab American re31dent1a1 patternlng? A propable causal relatlonshlp
: : | a
between aous1ng costs (rents or home values) and Arab Amerlcan

,,settlement cou1d be assumed 1f a d1sproport10nate number clustered in
- I :

1ow-va1ued or - low—rentat areas.{ Shch a llnk could not be assum”d

;communlty between the dIstrIbutlon of Arab Amerlcans and the‘medran
,: BN : . . . .

'value of the Hou31ng; The relatlonshlp was p081t1ve only 1n the

'gf Easts1de sectlon of Paterson where the corre1atlon was + 09. Weak

: negatlve relatlonshlps exlsted in. the H111crest sectlon, Prospect

o '/

ulParkf Haledon;.C11fton; and Passa1c. Very Weak re1at10nsh1ps'

v

'occurred in thé North Ward South Paterson, North Haledon, L1tt1e

"Falls, and West Paterson (see Tabie 3) .The re1atlonsh1ps are

s1gn1f1cant in a11 communltres except the Eastsrde sectlon:j.
Our f1e1d 1nvest1gat10n turned up the probable explanatlon for

,.r,esrdé'n'cé and housmg cos‘t . That area coﬁiprlses thfréé dlétlﬁct S

&

ecological zones.. Nearest to the c1ty s central bus1ness’f-""

o

|

=X




. )
-10- v i . . . . T .

Thrs alﬁoét allgblaék ne1ghborhood is a low rent area 5§'édE§Eéﬁ&AEa and/

‘. L3

or deteriorating housrng; Next to 1t 1s a zone 1n tran51t10n,

"Vie}orian homes on Broadway have been converted 1nto.mult1ple family

.

dwelllngé, often with a commerc1al establlshment on the first floor.

P

'.substantral number of C1rca551ans and other Arablc—speaklng peoples.

B .- b..'

'The third area is beyond thls and known ‘as Manor Hﬁll,'lts name

\ o )

correctly-éonnoting its typologyi Earge homes and man51ons—-1nclud1ng,.

?ateréon::are loéatéd on:thié large hi1151de; near carefully grooﬁéd ;

Eastside Park. Housing values in the East51de section range from the
very low Ea the very ﬁégﬁ; Most Arab Americans reside in the middle
range hou31ng in thrs area..

The correlation coeffrcrents between the dlstrlbutlon of Arab

’

Americans and med1an hou51ng rént indicated weaker. negat1ve relatlonshlps

than those for owner~occup1ed housing value. Agaln, the only 9031t1ve

correlation occurred in the Eastside section; though at +:11 percent it

was neither strong nor 51gn1f1cant. The relationships were weak in

[

Haledon and Passaic; and very weak in all the others (see Table 3).

The weakest négatiGe»rélationéhin existed in North Haledon, and the

o

relatlonships;ﬁereisignifiéant in South ?étéféon, Prospect Park,

- 'ﬁaledon, 1ttle Falls, West Paterson, and Passaxc.

e 'a o C -



A riext provided by R
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Little Falls -
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’ : o -11= o T
' Summary and Di "ss'o”'
T ::v‘;h.~ g Thls paper is a. follow-through study of a f1e1d Te sea ch progect

'"léonducted 1ast year. Through the 1ndex of dlss1m11ar1ty\and coﬁpﬁtationh
‘ ‘ . T S N

n

Arab Amerlcan re51dent1a1 segregatxon 1n the Paterson metropolItan.'.v'”

?g B ﬁ.regxon and assessed the extent t ”whrch the spat1a1 dlstrlbution of

We found that although Arab Amerlcans g d'to frégi'cié "i‘éi'éé'r'taiﬁ

are§S.of the c1ty or 1ts adJacent communltleSv theY settie in 1oose . T;EV ey
: \ ‘ i

- clﬁsters nather than in more concentrated terrItorIes as former

_Enroﬁéan*tmmrgrants or Hrspanrcs ‘todays Arab‘Amerlcan re51dentiai

o segregatlon therefore has ot reached the hlgh 1eve1s that characterlze

K -
. .

..Jﬁblack—whlte segregatlon or typlcal nat1ve 1mm1grant segregatlon.

the cost of houslng,'suggestzng that econom1c 1nc0me 15 not the key

,ﬁﬁ e ran

) to,se1ect1ng;p1ace~of re51dence; Rather, ‘other social 5faéé§§é§, _ 'ﬁr%; _
~ r1nc1ud1ng chaxn mrgratron and proximity to work, are contrlbutlng '
: vafrabies:g
.".The ‘results of this analysis suggests the following: T ”
g f;_ Res1dent1a1 segregatlon between Arab Amerlcans and whites ) ’ ~

in the Paterson,ﬁétropolltaﬁ fégiaa 56é§5géa 25;67§ercent

- :; A;P - S SO
- . in 1980. The level of segregation ranged from a high of a
34.4, percent in Clifton to a low of 15.5 percent -in Little Falls.. . |
> - ’ :




. o “12=
) RS R 7777777 4”;7;7 L e
P 30 Arab Amerxcans are less segregated from whites (26;0) than
i ; ¢ from blacks (61 0) . However, tﬁié.pattern reflected 1arger c
"% _ :soeletab:behavror patterns and not any apparent Arab raéial e
~ i

. ':bérﬁxddle class'Am

‘"plybto 1Ive outsxde the cxty than 1ower or workxng”

;class Arab Amerlcans. i o,

- v ” 3 .
R I .

Future research off the.residential segregation of Arab Ameficans

¢

should examine if this pattern continues with thé’CbﬁtiRuai arrival. of
" new immigrants and the role ethnicity plays in the ségregation’ process.

Another potentially interesting coricern in the racially mixed R :

S S S LA
neighborhoods is whether an increase in either the black or the Arab I
population causes any changes_in perceptibns or reactd

more Arab Amerlcans achieve upward mob111ty and move

ons.: Also, if ['¢

At their~ o

.churches in L1tt1e Falls or West Paterson, what - ;T'f~t will that .

-

kif e .._‘1ncreased ethnlc v151b111ty ifi those fafi}y non~ethn1c suburbs have?.

-
a -
.

As re1at1ve1y*recent 1mm1grants; ‘the full measure of Arab American ©

T fégiaéatiéi patterning has yet to be determined; but .these are the G

present IndIcatIons.

-y
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